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National Research Project Grants Outline Application Template  

This is not a formal application form for the National Research Project Grants. All applications must be submitted via our Grant Management System.
We are currently transitioning to a new Grant Management System, which will launch in mid-June. The outline application questions included in this document are provided to help applicants begin drafting their responses in advance of the system going live. This document is for guidance purposes only and will not be accepted as an application form. Our new Grant Management System will go live in mid-June 2026. From this point, you will be able to transfer any answers prepared in advance over to the system. 
Only applications submitted through our Grant Management System will be considered. Applications submitted by any other method will not be accepted. 
The deadline for submission is 3pm, Thursday 16 July 2026.
If you would like to be notified when the Grant Management System becomes available, please sign up here.


Introduction
GOSH Charity is inviting project grant applications for paediatric health research studies focusing on complex or rare diseases. The call will support research across the spectrum of medical conditions affecting the foetus, neonates and children directly, as well as pregnancy disorders that affect the child. 
All projects must aim to improve understanding of the disease or associated conditions or to improve outcomes for the affected child. Proposals will be expected to have the potential to lead to new medical developments or improved healthcare (e.g. diagnostic tools, novel interventions) through laboratory and/or clinically based research. Qualitative and mixed-methods research projects, including healthcare management and service delivery for specific childhood diseases/conditions or groups of closely related conditions, are also welcomed. Applicants must clearly articulate the route to clinical application and/or potential for patient benefit, regardless of where their proposed studies are positioned along the basic-to-applied research continuum.
Application Approval and Sign off
Please allow plenty of time for internal approvals prior to the deadline. It is important to note that submitting the application form through the Grants Management System via the submission button means the form has been sent to signatories for final approval and not yet GOSH Charity. The application form is only received by GOSH Charity once all signatories have signed off the application. Please see below for an overview of the process.
1) Applicant starts application and assigns signatories
2) Signatories confirm participation in the grant
3) Applicants submit application
4) Application goes to signatories for approval
5) Signatories give final sign-off on the application (this must occur on or before the final submission deadline)
Further information and questions
For full details of the call, including eligibility and allowed costs, please refer to our website. For any questions about applying to this call, please contact the Grants team at Great Ormond Street Hospital Charity on grants@gosh.org.
Consent for Publicity and Promotion 
If your application is successful, GOSH Charity may share your name, award details, and project outcomes for promotional purposes. This could include use on our website, social media, newsletters, press releases, or other communications. Full details for successful applications will be set out in the Terms & Conditions. 

	Where did you hear about this funding call?

	☐GOSH Charity Website
☐ Your University 
☐ Colleague 
☐ Directly from the charity 
☐ From a research partner charity
☐ Other



	If Other please specify (100 words)

	





Research Partner
In association with our research partners, we offer the possibility of joint funding for projects focusing on their respective areas of interest. To view this year's research partners please refer to our website.

	Does your application fit the remit of one of our research partners for this call?

	☐ Yes
☐ No



	If yes which research partner does your application fit the remit of? (100 words)

	




	Please tick this box to confirm that you are happy for your application to be shared with the relevant research partner. We will also share your contact details if shortlisted, for them to contact you directly.

	
☐ I confirm I am happy for my application and contact details to be shared with the relevant research partner.






Application Summary
	Project Title (20 words)

	




	Duration of Funding
Must be no more than 36 months

	




	Total Funding Requested (auto-populated in the Grant Management System)

	




	Proposed Start Date
Application start date should be between 1st April 2027 to 1st October 2027 

	






Lead Applicant Details

	Lead Applicant Details 
Investigators can apply to this call as a lead applicant if they:
· Are an independent researcher who holds a salaried academic research post or a research fellowship.
· Are able to employ a team and, if applying for a lab-based project, able to access dedicated laboratory space to enable delivery of the project.
· Have authority to financially manage their own grants (in collaboration with the finance teams at the organisation). 
· Please contact the GOSH Charity Grants team at grants@gosh.org should you have any further questions or to discuss your eligibility.

	Title
	

	First Name
	

	Last Name
	

	Email
	

	Address
	

	Telephone
	

	Position
	

	Institution
	

	Department
	



	PDF copy of your CV (1 page maximum)
You will be required to upload a PDF copy of your CV. Please only include up to five of your most relevant publications and any recent grant income related to this proposal.



	Please confirm if you hold a PhD?
Occasionally the Charity is asked to report on the career stages of their applicants and awardees from funders and membership bodies, in particular the numbers of early career researchers, and typically this is requested with various criteria including years post PhD. The following information is requested separate to the CV upload to enable us to calculate this more efficiently. 

	☐ Yes
☐ No



	Please confirm the year of PhD award.

	




	Career Stage
Please indicate your current career stage. 
For the purposes of this call, we could consider an Early Career Researcher as someone: 
· Who holds a PhD (or equivalent)
· Who has attracted less than £350,000 total grant income as PI (excluding income for their own salary such as fellowships)
· Who does not hold a tenured academic position

	☐ Pre-doctoral
☐ Doctoral
☐ Early - Career
☐ Mid - Career
☐ Senior - Career



	Please confirm which best describes your current role?

	☐ Clinical academic
☐ Non-Clinical academic



	Are you employed by NHS?

	☐ Yes
☐ No



	If employed by the NHS what is your NHS pay band?

	☐ Band 1
☐ Band 2
☐ Band 3
☐ Band 4
☐ Band 5
☐ Band 6
☐ Band 7
☐ Band 8a
☐ Band 8b
☐ Band 8c
☐ Band 8d
☐ Band 9



	Do you hold a permanent salaried academic position?

	☐ Yes
☐ No



	Do you hold an academic fellowship?

	☐ Yes
☐ No



	Current source of funding (200 words)
Please describe current fellowship or salary source and when it will end and if you will be requesting lead applicant salary because your fellowship does not span the full duration of the award. 

	




	Host institution letter of support (optional)
If applicable, you will be able to upload a written commitment from the host institution to extend your post for the duration of the award should it be successful. Please note this should be in PDF format.




COVID-19 (Optional)
As funders, we would like to reassure the research community that we are acutely aware of the immediate and long-term impacts of COVID-19 on research activities. Any disruptions to research activities due to the COVID-19 pandemic will be taken into consideration by our panels and committees when assessing an individual applicant’s record of outputs, research achievements, and career progression in future grant rounds.
We understand that most researchers will have been affected during this period of disruption. We also recognise that some of these impacts are likely to be felt long after the acute phase of the pandemic, potentially affecting applications for years to come. We strongly encourage those who have been adversely affected by disruptions caused by the pandemic to continue to apply to our schemes, in the knowledge that historic impacts will be considered when assessing new applications. We also want applicants to feel empowered to provide contextual information about the impacts of COVID-19 on their research and career, so that informed decisions can be made when assessing their application.
To view the full supporting statement please click here
	Please highlight if and how the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted you and your career (optional question) (300 words)
Please only disclose information that you are comfortable with being shared with our committees, panel and reviewers.

	






Co-Applicant Details

	Co - Applicant Details 
You will be requested to add the names of any co-applicants and invite them to participate in the application. A co-applicant is someone who has input into the project. You will be able to add 5 co-applicants on the system. 

	Title
	

	First Name
	

	Last Name
	

	Email
	

	Institution
	

	Department
	





Summaries
	Non-Confidential Lay Summary (300 words)
Please provide a concise summary of your proposed research in language suitable for a lay reader with no scientific education, which may include patients, families and the general public. The summary should avoid or carefully explain any technical jargon or scientific terminology that would not be familiar to a non-expert audience.  

In your lay summary, you should address the following questions: 
· What are you trying to do in this project?
· Why are you doing it?
· Who is the research for and how will this research make a difference to the patient community?

We encourage you to carefully consider the reading age of the general public. Short sentences, bullet points, paragraphs and a clear narrative flow are encouraged. Here is a resource you may find helpful to determine the readability of your summary: https://hemingwayapp.com/ 

Your lay summary will be assessed by a Research Patient Insight Panel of lay members whose feedback will be taken into account when funding decisions are made. The Charity will require any lay summaries which do not meet the appropriate level of simplicity for a lay audience as per the above guidance to be re-written before an award can be made.  

Please note we use lay summaries to communicate about the research we fund to the patients and communities who will be impacted, as well as our supporters, donors and Trustees. It is essential that you keep these non-expert audiences in mind while you are writing your lay summary. 

	




	Non-Confidential Technical Abstract  (300 words)
Please provide a scientific summary of the proposed project for an expert audience, including project background, key aims and objectives, and expected outcomes.

	




	Fit with the Remit of the Call (300 words)
Please provide a brief explanation of how the proposed investigation fulfils the requirement to address a rare or complex paediatric disease and how it could eventually have clinical implications or tangible impact on patients and their families, no matter where your project stands along the basic-to-translational continuum.

	




	Prevalence of disease (50 words)
Please indicate disease prevalence figures as the number of people affected per 1000 individuals in the population (UK only).

	




	Is the disease Ultra Rare/Rare/Complex 
Please select the option which applies to the disease focus of your proposed study. Note, more than one option can apply. For the purposes of this call apply the following definitions:

· Rare: prevalence of less than 1 in 2,000 in the UK
· Ultra-rare: prevalence of less than 1 in 50,000 in the UK
· Complex: a condition which is multi-system, multimorbidity, with multiple aetiologies and requiring multidisciplinary care

If you are unsure which option to select, please get in touch with grants@gosh.org for guidance

	☐Rare
☐ Ultra-rare
☐ Complex



Health Research Classification
The Health Research Classification System (HRCS) is a bespoke system for classifying the full spectrum of biomedical and health research – from basic to applied – across all areas of health and disease. This will help us to gather an overview of the types of applications we are receiving and where on the translational pathway they are. 
	Health Categories
Please select the main health focus of the research taking place during the lifetime of the project - for support selecting the classification - please visit HRCS online.

	☐ Blood
☐ Cancer and neoplasms
☐ Cardiovascular
☐ Congenital disorders
☐ Ear
☐ Eye
☐ Infection
☐ Inflammatory and immune system
☐ Injuries and accidents
☐ Mental health
☐ Metabolic and Endocrine
☐ Musculoskeletal
☐ Neurological
☐ Oral and Gastrointestinal
☐ Renal and Urogenital
☐ Reproductive health and childbirth
☐ Respiratory
☐ Skin
☐ Stroke
☐ Generic health relevance
☐ Disputed Aetiology and Other



	Research Activities
Please select the main objective of the research taking place during the lifetime of the project - for support selecting the classification - please visit HRCS Online

	☐ Underpinning research
☐ Aetiology
☐ Prevention of disease and conditions
☐ Detection screening and diagnosis
☐ Development of treatments and therapeutic interventions
☐ Evaluation of treatments and therapeutic interventions
☐ Management of diseases and conditions
☐ Health and social care services research



	What is the disease area? (250 words)
We recognise that the HRCS classification system does not capture all diseases or conditions at a detailed level. To help us understand the full breadth of applications we receive, please specify the primary disease or condition focus of your proposed project.

	




	Demographic of disease population 
To help us understand the breadth of research we fund and the diversity of beneficiaries, please indicate whether the disease or condition you propose to study disproportionately affects, or is associated with poorer health outcomes in, any specific population group(s).

	☐ Yes, it disproportionately affects those of a specific population group(s)
☐ No, it affects the population proportionally
☐ Not known



	If yes to the above please provide the demographic of disease population (150 words)
Please specify the relevant demographic characteristics (e.g. sex, ethnicity, age group) that it affects.

	






Proposed Investigation
	Proposed Investigation (750 words)
Please describe your proposed investigation. This should include:
· Introduction to the disease. What is the unmet need you are trying to address with your research project?
· Aims and objectives. Outline key aims of your planned research in meeting this rare or complex disease need.
· Scientific background. Discuss the rationale for your proposed project.
· Research plan.
· Demonstrate how you will deliver your research aims, with details about the project plan and milestones. Please include a statistical analysis plan.
· Key risks in delivering the project and mitigation strategies for them.
· Explain the expected outputs/outcomes and deliverables of this project.
A PDF can be attached if necessary to show supporting data and figures e.g. a Gantt chart.

	




	References for Proposed Investigation (500 words)
Please ensure you provide a full citation list including authors, title, publication date and journal/repository/website. 

	




	Figures and Diagrams (optional)
You will have the option to upload a maximum of two A4 pages (minimum size 10 for text) of figures and diagrams relating to the application in a single attachment in PDF format. Figures and diagrams should not be embedded in the text box within the online form. 

	





Public & Patient Involvement Activities
	Public & Patient Involvement and Engagement (PPIE) Activities (300 words)
Please provide a detailed description of the Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement (PPIE) activities that you would like to undertake in the context of your proposed work. As part of your answer please detail your past, present and future PPIE plans (where applicable), addressing the following:  
· How have patients and the public contributed to shaping this research so far, and how have you determined this research is important to them?
· How will you actively involve patients and the public throughout the research in this proposal?
· How will you involve patients and the public beyond the timeline of this grant?
· While we do want to hear about plans to disseminate findings to patient groups, we expect your PPIE to go beyond this to include active consultation and involvement. If you have not yet involved or engaged with patients or the public, please justify why this is.  

We appreciate that due to the early-stage nature of this research call, PPIE activities may not be appropriate at present. However, involving patients and their families in research and advocacy activities to understand what is important to them is a priority for GOSH Charity, therefore all research we fund should at least have a line of sight to PPIE work. 

Please note that if shortlisted, your response to this question at full application stage will be assessed in conjunction with your lay summary by a Research Patient Insight Panel of lay members whose feedback will be taken into account when funding decisions are made. The Charity will require any PPIE responses which do not meet the appropriate standards as per the above guidance to e re-written before an award can be made. Please consider this in your response. 

	






Financial Support Required
Financial Summary
Before completing this section we recommend visiting our website, which includes guidance for the call. Please provide a summary of the expected costs. Funding will be provided for the direct costs of research (such as research staff and consumables) but will not cover consultant or Principal Investigator/team leader salary time. Exemptions apply for applicants that hold early career fellowships, please see section below. Requests to support PhD studentships will not be considered.  Items of equipment above £10,000 will only be approved if discussed with the Grants Team before submitting your application, and a justification of why the item cannot be used/borrowed from elsewhere must be provided. Please allow ample time for your host institution to review your application, particularly the financial details – We will not be able to process your application if you have not had the finances signed off by your research finance office ahead of the deadline. 
Lead applicant salary requests for fellowship holders 
Typically, lead applicants must have their salary covered until the end of the grant. We are introducing exemptions for early career fellowship holders, who will now be able to cost a pre-defined portion of salary if applying as lead applicant. This will only be permitted if the Project Grant would extend past the end of fellowship funding and will be limited to a maximum of 50% of the grant duration.  

For example, if an applicant is applying for a 3-year project, they would be able to cost up to 18 months of their salary to the grant. If their fellowship does not fully cover the remaining 18 months of the project duration, salary will need to be funded from other sources and details of this must be provided in the justification of costs section.  

Lead applicant salary costs will only be permitted where applicants have contacted the Grant Funding Team (grants@gosh.org) to confirm eligibility prior to submission. 

Conferences and Workshops
Costs for attending or organising conferences should listed under ‘Additional Costs’. Please note the following
· Such costs will be a part of the total award of up to £350,000
· Applicants may request up to £5,000 toward the organisation of conferences and scientific or clinical workshops in support of rare diseases, which may also be used to support Public & Patient Involvement Activities.
· Events must be aligned with the overall proposed research project and, if invited for a full application, applicants will have to provide justification for the event they are organising, an outline of their plans and a detailed breakdown of associated costs.
· Requests of funds for attending conferences must also be well justified in the full application and we would not expect to requests for more than one UK/European conference per year and one international conference during the lifetime of the award.
NOTE: Applicants will be asked to remove excessive costs and to offer further justification if the Grant Funding team considers them to be insufficient - This may result in delays to your full application.

	Budget Category
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3

	Salaries
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Consumables
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Animal Research
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Patient and Public Involvement and Engagement
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Equipment
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Additional Costs
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Total Costs
	
	
	



	Please provide a brief justification of costs (300 words)

	






Declaration and Signatures
To be completed by the Lead Applicant.
	Please tick this box to confirm you agree to the applicant declaration

	
☐  I confirm that as far as you are aware the information provided in this application is accurate and complete and agree to inform the Charity of any changes to this information during the application process.




Signatory Sign Off
In order for your application to be accepted you must submit through the Grant Management system and are required to gain approval from the relevant authorities within your institution (Head of Department and Finance Officer).  These approvals are required to ensure that the costs submitted are agreed by the host institution as accurate and that the research activity can be accommodated.
Please note that these signatories must also approve the application after you submit it through the Grant Management System, before it can be checked by the Grant Funding team at GOSH Charity. So please be sure to leave enough time for these approvals to be made prior to the funding deadline. Failure to do so may result in significant delays to your application.
	Please provide details of your Head of Department

	Title
	

	First Name
	

	Last Name
	

	Email
	

	Institution
	

	Department
	



	Please provide details of the Authorised Finance Officer
If you are applying from the UCL Great Ormond Street Institute of Child Health, the contact name is Kasia Haremza (researchadministration@ucl.ac.uk). She is already listed as a contact in the system.
If you are applying from GOSH please use GOSH R&I Finance Approvals. This will already be listed as a contact in the system. 
If you are applying from a different institution, please enter the details of the relevant finance officer at your institution. 

	Title
	

	First Name
	

	Last Name
	

	Email
	

	Institution
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